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Vandeventer Black’s Palais Honored with The Commonwealth Award by the Independent 

Insurance Agents of Virginia 

 Richmond, VA (August 13, 2019) – Vandeventer Black attorney, Douglas M. Palais, 

has been awarded the Commonwealth Award by the Independent Insurance Agents of 

Virginia (IIAV). Palais is only the third recipient of the award in the IIAV’s 120-year 

history.   

 “This award is such an honor. It is also a great privilege to represent this 

association and its members which I’ve done for decades,” said Palais, who is also the 

general counsel for the IIAV. “Being part of this organization has given me the pleasure 

of representing multiple generations of agents and agencies.”  

 The IIAV’s Commonwealth Award was created to recognize global efforts in support of the insurance 

industry and the profession. It is given to those members that have devoted countless hours assisting members, the 

association, and the staff. 

Palais is a highly accomplished attorney who has also been recognized among the “Best Lawyers in 

America” for Insurance Law, Securities, and Capital Markets Law; “Virginia Super Lawyers” by Thomson Reuters in 

Securities Litigation; and a “Legal Elite” by Virginia Business Magazine. 

Palais is a seasoned trial lawyer and counselor with nearly 40 years of experience.  He 

concentrates his practice in Professional Liability; Errors & Omissions Defense of Insurance and Securities 

Professionals; Directors & Officers Liability Defense; Securities Litigation and Arbitration; Insurance Coverage and 

Defense; Legal Malpractice Defense and Financial Institutions and Securities. 

For decades, Palais has concentrated on defending a wide range of claims against professionals, including 

insurance licensees, attorneys and securities professionals.  He has represented insurance agents and agencies; law 

firms; securities broker-dealers, registered investment advisers, and individual securities brokers.  For further 

information, please visit http://www.VanBlackLaw.com. 

 

About Vandeventer Black LLP 

Vandeventer Black LLP is a dynamic business and litigation law firm established in 1883 that is dedicated to responsiveness 

and results while delivering internationally recognized legal solutions. Headquartered in the commercial gateway of Norfolk, Virginia, 

its accomplished attorneys assist clients from offices located in Virginia, North Carolina, and Germany.  
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